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Deception

Scene One – Alicia’s Grocery Store
Narrator (Brianna) introduces the setting. Brianna enters stage and says,
“Welcome. Our play opens in Alicia’s Grocery Store in the Bed-Stuy neighborhood of Brooklyn. It’s 11:00 PM and Officers Tony and Chris are getting ready to start their work day.
Alicia (Aisha) is standing behind the cashier’s counter. A customer (Mara) is already in the store shopping for groceries. The two officers enter.
Tony (Jonathan) 
“Hey Alicia…”
Chris (Darnel)
“How are you doing?”
Alicia (Aisha) 

“What are you two doing here so late?”
Chris (Darnel)
“We’re working the night shift this week… takes a while to get used to it.”
Alicia (Aisha)
“You’re going to need coffee… and maybe a doughnut.”
Tony (Jonathan)
“Good idea… “
As the two officers walk towards the back of the store to get coffee, another male customer (LD) in a hoodie enters.

Alicia (Aisha)
“Good evening, can I help you?”
Customer does not answer – just gives Alicia (Aisha) a small wave. He moves to another section of the store and plants a rubber snake on a shelf. He then pretends to shop as a he moves closer to the cashier.
Meanwhile Mara (Brianna) starts moving towards that part of the store. She is shocked to find the snake (which she thinks is real), screams and faints. The two officers rush to Mara’s side as LD goes to Alicia, gives her a note demanding cash, and gestures that he has a gun. Alicia puts the cash in a bag, LD grabs it and runs out the door.
Alicia (Aisha)
“Help! That guy just robbed me!”
Tony (Jonathan)
“What!?”
Chris (Darnel)
“What do you mean?”
Chris (Darnel) moves toward Alicia (Aisha). Tony (Jonathan) stays with Mara who is now waking up and seems to be okay.
Alicia (Aisha)
“That guy in the hoodie who was just here… he had a gun… took all the cash. He just ran out…maybe you can catch him!”
Chris (Darnel) (to Tony)
“Tony, we have to go!”
Scene Two – The Police Precinct
Narrator (Brianna) introduces the setting. Brianna enters stage and says,
“We are now at the police station in Chief Kingston’s office. He is having an argument with Mayor Joey Johnson who is not happy about a series of robbery cases that the police can’t solve.”
Mayor Johnson (Yobani)
“Chief, why aren’t you catching this guy? The police are looking like they don’t know how to do their jobs! It’s embarrassing…The newspapers are making jokes about us.”
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“You know it’s not our fault. This guy is too clever and we just don’t have all the resources we need. We are short on people and have no money for overtime.”
Mayor Johnson (Yobani)
“I don’t want to hear it!  Find him or you’re fired!”
The mayor leaves and Chris and Tony enter the Chief’s office.
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“What’s going on? The mayor is going to fire me unless we get these robbery cases solved.”
Tony (Jonathan)
“I know… it seems like this guy is playing us.”
Chris (Darnel)
“Yeah… he robbed Alicia’s grocery right under our noses.”
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“Well what evidence do we have so far?”
Chris (Darnel)
“The perp is a male, about 135 Ibs… dresses in a black hoodie… seems to have a gun in his pocket… gives victim a note demanding the money… he creates a distraction... and all of his crimes take place in Bed-Stuy.”
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“Have you interviewed any witnesses?”
Chris (Darnel)
“Yes, but they didn’t give us much to go on.”
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“Well, do we know where this guy shops? Is he from the neighborhood?”
Tony (Jonathan)
“Don’t know… we’ll get on it right away.”
Chief Kingston
“And aren’t three of you working on this case? Where is Straker?

Officer LD Straker enters

LD (David)
“Sorry Chief… my car broke down.”
Chief Kingston (Joseph)
“Don’t let it happen again! We’ve lost enough time on this case. You can all go now!”
Scene 3 – Officers’ Homes
Narrator (Brianna) introduces the setting. Brianna enters stage and says,
“Scene Three takes place in the homes of each of the officers.”
LD is home counting his money (wife walks in on him counting money) he puts it away quickly

Melissa (Jasmine)
“Hey LD, what are you doing?”
LD (David)
“Nothing, stay out of it… it’s a work thing.” 

Fade to home of Chris (Darnel) and Rihanna.
Chris (Darnel)
“This case is driving me crazy!”

Rihanna (Kyra)
“Maybe I can help?”

Chris (Darnel)
“I don’t think anyone can help me right now…”
Fade to home of Tony and Shaddarra.
Shaddarra (Ashonti)
“You look so upset Tony… what’s going on?”

Tony (Jonathan)
“I had such a long day and I’m worried we won’t be able to solve this case.”

Phone rings.

Tony (Jonathan)
“Hello Chief.”

Chief Kingston (Joseph)

 “This case is driving US ALL crazy! I even walked by LD’s locker and saw him fooling around with some toys… snakes… rubber mice… stuff like that. He doesn’t have kids, does he?”
Tony (Jonathan)
“Chief… we need to talk…”
Scene Four – Alicia (Aisha)’s Grocery Store

Narrator (Brianna) introduces Scene Four. Brianna enters stage and says,
“Once again we are in Alicia’s Grocery Store. It’s 11:00 PM and Officers Tony and Chris are getting ready to start their work day.
Alicia is standing behind the cashier’s counter as in Scene One. Officers Tony and Chris enter and move towards back of store. LD enters and moves to the opposite side of the store to plant another snake. This time, the officers move in on LD and arrest him.
Chris (Darnel)
“I can’t believe you of all people would do this! You’re a cop…one of us!”
LD (David)
“I can’t explain… I just wanted the excitement.”
Tony (Jonathan)
“You have the right to remain silent…”
Finis
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